Ridge School
Grades 3-5


Welcomes

Cynthia Lord
Thursday, March 31, 2016

About the Author

Cynthia Lord is the award-winning
author of 
Rules
, a Newbery Honor and
Schneider Family Book Award winner, as
well as the critically acclaimed 
Touch
Blue
.
She made her picture book debut with
Hot Rod Hamster, 
which won several awards including
the Parents’ Choice Award, and followed it with the
chapter book series 
Shelter Pet Squad.
A former teacher and bookseller, Cynthia lives near
the ocean in Maine with her husband and their two
children and is a regular volunteer at her local animal
shelter.
.
An author visit is a wonderful opportunity to make
literature come alive for children. Please consider
purchasing an autographed book.

Twelve-year-old Catherine just wants a normal
life. Which is near impossible when you have a
brother with autism and a family that revolves
around his disability. She’s spent years trying to
teach David the rules from "a peach is not a
funny-looking apple" to "keep your pants on in
public"—-in
order
to
head
off
David’s
embarrassing
behaviors.
But
the
summer
Catherine meets Jason, a surprising, new sort-of friend, and
Kristi, the next-door friend she’s always wished for, it’s her own
shocking behavior that turns everything upside down and forces
her to ask: What is normal?

The state of Maine plans to shut down her
island's schoolhouse, which would force Tess's
family to move to the mainland--and Tess to leave
the only home she has ever known. Fortunately,
the islanders have a plan also: increase the
numbers of students by having several families
take in foster children. So now Tess and her family
are taking a chance on Aaron, a thirteen-year-old
trumpet player who has been bounced from home
to home. And Tess needs a plan of her own--and
all the luck she can muster. Will Tess's wish come true or will her
luck run out?
Newbery Honor author Cynthia Lord offers a warm-hearted,
humorous, and thoughtful look at what it means to belong--and
how lucky we feel when we do. Touch Blue, sure as certain, will
touch your heart.

Suzannah's always wanted a pet of her own, but
she lives in an apartment where there are
absolutely no pets allowed. What she CAN do is
volunteer at a local pet shelter. There, although
she's the youngest, Suzannah quickly finds herself
making friends with the kids and bonding with the
animals. She makes toys and treats for the
animals. She feeds the cats and plays with the
puppies! Then a girl just her age brings a guinea pig named Jelly
Bean to the shelter. Suzannah promises that she'll find the little
creature the perfect home. But what if no one wants an
abandoned guinea pig?

This visit has been made possible by the Ridge Home
and School Association!

About the Books
When Lucy's family moves to an old house on a lake,
Lucy tries to see her new home through her camera's
lens, as her father has taught her -- he's a famous
photographer, away on a shoot. Will her photos ever
meet his high standards? When she discovers that
he's judging a photo contest, Lucy decides to enter
anonymously. She wants to find out if her eye for
photography is really special -- or only good enough.
As she seeks out subjects for her photos, Lucy gets to
know Nate, the boy next door. But slowly the camera
reveals what Nate doesn't want to see: his
grandmother's memory is slipping away, and with it much of what
he cherishes about his summers on the lake. This summer, Nate
will learn about the power of art to show truth. And Lucy will
learn how beauty can change lives...including her own.
When Lily's blind dog, Lucky, slips his collar and runs
away across the wide-open blueberry barrens of
eastern Maine, it's Salma Santiago who manages to
catch him. Salma, the daughter of migrant workers,
is in the small town with her family for the
blueberry-picking season.
After their initial chance meeting, Salma and Lily
bond over painting bee boxes for Lily's grandfather,
and Salma's friendship transforms Lily's summer.
But when Salma decides to run in the upcoming
Blueberry Queen pageant, they'll have to face some tough truths
about friendship and belonging. Should an outsider like Salma
really participate in the pageant-and possibly win?
Set amongst the blueberry barrens and by the sea, this is a
gorgeous new novel by Newbery Honor author Cynthia Lord that

When Suzannah arrives to volunteer at the shelter,
one of the animals is missing! It's Merlin, a mischievous ferret
who gets into everything, and loves to play hide and seek. Owning
a ferret can be really hard work, the Shelter Pet Squad discovers.
Whoever takes Merlin home will need to be prepared. That's why
Suzannah and the other kids make up a test to give to anyone
who wants to adopt him. But the ferret is full of surprises . . . and
even the Shelter Pet Squad has a lot to learn.

There's a big surprise for the Shelter Pet Squad: A
group of sato puppies has arrived! Satos are homeless dogs -- of
various breeds -- from Puerto Rico. The kids will help them settle
in until they are ready for adoption. Suzannah plays with a pup
named Paloma until the little dog falls asleep in her lap. It's
puppy love! That's why it's hard, the next week, when a line of
people forms at the shelter to adopt the satos. Suzannah should
be happy that Paloma will soon have a new home. The only
problem is... she's not ready to let the dog go.
Is there any way for Paloma to get adopted without breaking
Suzannah's heart?

tackles themes of prejudice and friendship, loss and love.

Cynthia Lord
Order Form
March 31, 2016

PRICE

TITLE
Half a Chance
(
Hardcover
)

A Handful of Stars
(Hardcover)

Rules

(Paperback)


Touch Blue

Autograph
only
(X)

Autograph & Personalize
(Print Student‛s First Name)

$17

$7


$7

Shelter Pet Squad: Jelly
Bean
(

Paperback
)

$6

Shelter Pet Squad:
Merlin

$6

Shelter Pet Squad:
Paloma

$6

(Paperbeck)

COST

$17

(Paperback)

(Paperback)

QTY

Please make checks payable to the 
Ridge HSA
.
Please return forms/checks to your child‛s teacher by 
Thursday, February 25, 2016.
Any questions, please contact Michele Eng or Brenda Bankos in the Library at 201/670-2740, ext. 54525.

Student: _________________________________ Phone: ___________________

Teacher: _________________________________ Grade: ___________________

